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an (QPWS Head of Conservation Services North

Queensiand) gives a helping hand to a cassowary as it comes out of sedation, while
Hamish Campbell from the University of Queensland photographs the moment.

World first
project on
cassowaries

Members of Queensland Parks and.

Wildiife Service, (CSIRO, researchers
from the University of Queensland and
Incal vetermarinns: were involved in a
world first research project invalving cas-
sowaries in the Etty Bay and Mourilyan
areas.

The project involved the sedution and
<capture of wild cassowaries m their native
habitar. placing GPS and UHF tracking
systems on them, tiking blood and feath-
er samples for DNA and health profiles,
micro-chipping them for later identifica-
tion and then relbasing them again wihere
they wete found.

“The use of GPS racking systems is a
first for cassowaries,” Tully veterinaran,
Doctor Graham Lauridsen said.

“As a pilor project this will be ablé to
give a lot of useful information regirding
how well'the system will work in the fi-
ture.

“"We expect it will give us a lot of in-
farmation on what cassowaries do all day,
especially when they are out of the sight
of humains in their true minforest habitar,

“It will also 121l things like how much
time they spend foraging, how many
times they transect roads, how much dis-
tance they move over time and what they
dovduring the night,

“We get anecdotal reports about this

sart of information but o be able o have

this information captured and subsequent-
ly published in the scientific literature will
be a first for science.

“Five cassowanes were capfured and
subsequently relessed oven a four-day pe-
nad.

“These birds were fracked with the
UHE system post release to ensure they
were back in' their natural habitat and be-
having normally.

“A couple of the birds were spotted
post release and were handling the track-
ing system placed oa them with no sign of
discomfort or irritation.

“The wacking systenis are designed to
remain in place for abour 40 days.

“Once the sysiems are recovered the
dam from them will be downloaded and
hopefully we will have spme interesting
information to share with the world.”

The Gamers Besch Rehabilitation fi-
cility has been o hive of cassowary activity
alse in the last few weeks with Some sad
news and good news happening there,

The'sad news was that the “featherfess”
cassowary known as "Regeie” was sutha-
nised and an autopsy was performad.

Results from this are still .coming in |
bt it seems that “Reggie” was suffering
& thyroid gland disedse, which has never

11 S¢€n in cassowaries hefore.

The good news is that there are three
new cassowary chicks at the centre. :

These three are orphans from the Dain-
tree aren where their father was hit by a
cir about one month ago.

They were successfully captured and
tansported 1o the Garners Beach centre
where they have settled in nicely,

“The plan for these chicks is that they
will ‘be kept safely housed and fed and
then hapefully at some point in the future
be uhle o be released back inw the fir-
est somewhere near to whete they came
from.” Dr Lauridsen said,
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