
comment .+- 1, 
with Mayor Bill Shannon 

Divisional debate. 
has many angles I 
divisions, as detmnined by the 
ment. 

NOW, a new local government el 

I thought it wo,uld'he useful to set 

1. Each geographic area has a representat 
who shquM be aware d the interests of th& 
resident% in their division, 

2. The casts of campaigning in a smaller area : 
are less. ' !  

3. The dMsional system is the current ane, 
familiar to voters. ~ 1 .  

Against: 
1 

1. CauncIRrs .can be placed in a CHfbAt 4 
pdtbnwhere tbewerall good of the mgisnmq 
be in conflict with divisional interests. 

2. Canclidates can choose what. e' .3- j 
. stand for regiudbss of their place of residerice. 
Ek&m &13 '@n@ vote for candidates in heir i 
division. 

3. Cou(lcillors can be W e d  with few vq.ea, 
especi* if th-ace many candidates in dne 
division. hncillors. have been elected with as 
few as 350 votes in the past in these circumstan- 
ces. 

UndSWed Elections: 
For: - . . 

1. Candidates will be required to be infarmed 
about issues across the.whole region, regardless 
of their support base. . 

2. Candidates with the highest overall regional 
support will-be-elected. 

3. Voters will have the full list of candidates to 
, consider. : . 

nsainst: 
1. @and@- may need to raise campaign 

funds to meet increased costs. 
2. Teams of candtdates are possibly more 

likely. .- 
3. Smaller geographic areas ma$ he under- 

repmented. Assuming that voters are more lib& 
- -- to know and vote for a local, the chance of eing 
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represented. Amming that voters are more likely 
to know and vote for a local, the c h a m  of being 
elected is reduced if there are many candidates. 

As yw can see, there are good reasons for and 
against both systems and the community is no 
doubt divided as to whi& is preferable. 

Last month the CCRCdeferred consideration of 
this topic to enable all coundilors more time to 
consider their position and to allow for some 
public input, as has occurred. 

At the last council meeting we voted on the 
h u e  and the outcorne was ffYe Mtes for no 
divistons and two for dtvlsions. 

It is now over to the State Government to 
decide. 


