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Erosion Concerns \\.ongaling Beach 

Thank ? 011 for ~ o i ~ s  letter o t' 14 Ju14 '(108 making representation on behalf of The Mission Beach 
Cornmunit! .isbociation concei-ning the erosion occurring alonz the beachfront adjacent to Reid 
Road. Li.ongaling Beach. and \\hat can be seen as associated safetq issues relating to public 
access to these areas. 

The maintenance of espIn1;ad:s ac1.jc;ining foreshore is uiidtr the jliriscliction of the relel ant 
Council. and your concerns ha1.e been raised with Mr Paul Devine of the Cassotvary Coast 
Regional Council about possible solutions and permitting requirements. 

The State Coostc~l Al~ln~lgenwnt Plnn and the C'n~.d>vell Hinchinhrook Regional C'oclsfcrl 
144~lnngement Plcrn require proposals for coastal protection works to be assessed against a 
number of policies, including 2 2 2 Erosion prone al-eus ancl 2.2 3 Shoreline erosion 
mclnagel?wnt. For example. policy 2.2.2 requires a range of defined options to be considered 
for the management of shoreline erosion. 

The protection ot'del elop~nent from sea erosion is most effectively achiel ed bq the provision 
,,id maintenance of an ddcqiiatel\. s i ~ e d  and cle\ elopment free buffer zone. A buffer zone 
allows episodes of erosion and accretion to be accommodated naturally l\ith no threat to 
development. and prokides a reservoir of sand to nourish the beach during erosion ekents. 

These buffer zones are often in the form of esplanades. undeveloped road reserves or reserves 
and unallocated state land. The area of this erosion concern adjacent to Reid Road has an 
existing esplanade buffer width of approximately 30 metres ni th  no immediate threat to 
infrastructure. EPA coastal engineers have adkised that this area is in a stage of slow rate long 
term recession. ~vhich is a natural character of this section of the coast. 
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Ho\ve\er. as mentioned pre\ iousll Council habe jurisdiction to maintain esplanades uhich 
eltends to areas adjoining. that require norks to ensure safe public access. Those minor 
maintenance ~ t n r k s  on state coastal land (not requiring permittins) include dune scarp slope 
reduction for public safety. which is for short term corninunit> benefit and Council has been 
advised accordingl! . 

Council has ad\ ised that part of tlie erosion is at a public access point to the foreshore. and is 
caused bq a storni\\ater discharge to the beach. and ad\ ises it  is in the process of being 
remedied as part of C'o~lncils \\nrl\s budget cnnsic1c.ration for the 3008 2009 financial )ear. 

t 111-ther to n t<~i ipor~~~-!  ri'sc)lution to tlic erosion conct.1-ns. tlie sclc.ction of the ~iiost appropriate 
iiholistic 11ii.thod for dealing ii itli coastal erosion in~ol i -es  in\-estigating the causes ot'the 
crncion and the identification of a scheme of l,a,:orks: within environrnentsl. econornic 2nd social 
cnnstrnint~. 

.-\rtiticial nc)urislimc~it ot'~111 erociing be~~cl i  is less lil;cl\ to l i n k - t .  iiegatii e impacts on nearb) 
areas. Hc)\iei er iiiiii~iti'iiancc. of an arti ticial beach ma! reclilire regiilar and espensii-e 
replenishiii~.nr of' s~i~icl. 

An optimal mt.;ins of' addressing -.erosion hot spots" is .tIiroilgh the preparation of'a Shoreline 
Erosion \lun~ycment I'lun. \\-liicli would cowr  all proposed \\-orks in the Casso\\-ar! Coast 
Regional C'oi~ncil local goi ernmcnt arc:\. Benefits to Coilncil ii it11 this approach are: 

Funding support - as Council \\~ould appreciate the State go\ernment of'fers a 2 S % b  subsidy 
for beach nourishment works that are of a capital nature. .4 planned stratesy for managing 
shoreline erosion is likely to secure funding whereas maintenance works such as sand 
pushing mill not; 

Longer-ter~ii surety for Council to conduct necessarq shoreline erosion orks - a 
coinprehensi\.e plan would negate the need for a short-term det-elopment perniit (approval 
to coliduct works over a 5-year period is envisaged): 

Simpler process for future applications -- it is anticipated that the plan mould only require 
minor revisions to support a ne\v application when the development permit expires: and 

1 i - zn i~i ip~rtant  aspcct ot'thc p!dn i ~ o u l d  be public: coilsu1tar;oii. since ii is 

important thal the community has an imderstanding of why the shoreline erosion works are 
required and how the works are part of a planned strategy for management of the coastline. 

Priorit) areas identified in the C'crr.c/~~vll Hinchi/7hr.ook Rrgionnl C'oasltrl .l.l~~~icr~qernrni Plcrn for 
management of shoreline erosion (policq 2.2.3) in tlie Cassouary Coast Regional Council 
local goi ernnient area include South Mission Beach immediatcl! adjoining U'ongaling Beach 
and could include Woiigaling Beach it'it is determined there is need to prioritize the 
implementation of a Shoreline Erosion Management Plan. 



Cui~entlq a Shoreline Erosion blanagement Plan (SEMP) is being prepared by Casso\\arq 
Coast Regional Council for other prioritj areas recognised in the Shire. n ith cons~~ltation and 
ad\ ice offered bq EPA's Coastal Engineers. Your concerns regarding this particular area. and 
mhat could be a percei~ed need for the preparation of a SEhlP has also been referred to 
Council. 

Mr Peter Stock o r  this .-\gent> can bc contacted in the first instance. on telephone 4046 6 7 3  
for clarification of a n  of the abo\ e find fi'ul-rher assistance in regard to this matter. 
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