DEBATE
OVER
ARDS

By Lea Guy

ADIVISIVE debate is set to begin as R ates are O ut

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

looks to the community to help form RATES notices are on their
a view on local goyernment electoral way.

divisions. .
assowary Coast Regional

A letter from the Department of C(c:;un cil mg ed 16 70ggrates
Infrastructure and Plarning has bills yesterday, which will re-

been received by the CCRC, asking : .
its views on divisions at the 2012 lo- turn an estimated $26 million

cal government election. in revenue.
“The email advises that the Minis- Prompt payment will ensure
ter. (for Local Government and Abo- a 15 per cent discount on the
__riginal and Torres Strait Islander | general rate and pensioners




Tiglhial &l 10116s oblall 1sidlidch
Partnerships Desley Boyle) has no
fixed views on this matter and she
is .seeking the views of individual
councils as to whether they should
be represented on a divided or un-
divided basis for the next election,”
CCRC chief executive Terry Bren-
nan said.

Councillors said they wanted to
take the debate to constituents be-
fore forming an opinion.

Public forums, a survey and street
walks were among the suggestions
offered by councillors to gauge opin-
ion on divisions.

“I think a forum of some sort is.a
good idea, but I’'m more inclined to
listen to the feedback you get walk-
ing the street and talking to people
and the letters in the new.spapers,
Mayor Bill Shannoen said.

But Cr Shannon said he suspected £

any. effort to gain community con- o

sultation would be in vain,
“It’s quite feasible for -us not  to
have .a view and leave it for the

AA-_

general rate ana pensioneis
can claim their $300 subsidy.

Mayor Bill Shannon said
ratepayers should expect an
increase in the bottom line

" amount.

Cr Shannon said ratepay-
ers experiencing financial
hardship should contact the
council as early as'possible -
to see if they were ¢ligible to
make arrangements to pay
therates overtime.

State Government,” he said.

“It will not be our decision and it
will not be the community’s deci-
wion.

i "‘At the end of the day, it will be up

the State Government.”
= Pnor to amalgamation, Johnstone
Shlre administrator Graham Webb
vr)ted againgt divisions, and Card:

k "well Shire made a submission sup-
porting a divided counc SN
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