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I Councillor pleased with developments 
IT was pleasing to see developments 
sensitive to the needs of the Mission 
Beach area, Councillor Jennifer Downs 
said. 

The Cassowary Coast Regional 
Councillor, who lives at Wongaling Beach, 
said she had campaigned on a platform of 
sustained development and saw this as 
the only way forward for Mission Beach. 

"It's good to see good quality 
development," she said. 

"I'm always concerned about 
development. I want to see sustained 
development that fits the region. 

"Everything we do must fit the 
environment." 

Cr Downs said people were drawn to 
settle in the area because of the 

environment and development of the area 
had to be well managed. 

We're poised on a knife edge of getting 
it right or wrong," she said. 

"If we get it right, then it'll be great. 
"But if we get it wrong, well, we don't 

want to become another Port Douglas." 
Cr Downs also said it was a r e a l i  that 

people needed jobs and the council could 
not refuse development if it ticked all the 
right boxes. The unique character of the 
area could be retained by using building 
envelopes and habitat corridors to allow 
the cassowaries and other wildlife to roam 
free. 

Mission Beach Business and Tourism 
group president John Hill welcomed 
controlled development for the area. 

He said the construction sector was 

doing it tough at the moment, especially 
the area's tradespeople. 

What was really needed to boost t h r  
district was a bigger airport closer to 
Mission Beach and improved signage and 
promotion. 

Mission Beach Community Association 
president Warwick Jull said his group was 
not opposed to development as long as it 
was environmentally sensitive and in 
keeping with the village-like ambience of 
Mission Beach. 

"We certainly don't want any high rise 
like Noosa," he said. 

Mr Jull, a former school teacher, said 
Mission Beach should remain 
predominantly a residential village where 
residents drove to Tully and Innisfail for 
work. 


