
l~rumpy bird sends cops packing11 
THEY handle thugs, louts and hard- 
ened criminals - but an angry cas- 
sowary was enough to send police 
packing yesterday. 

Two officers at Mission Beach, south 
of Cairns, were standing on the side of 
a road trying to clock speeding drivers 
when a grumpy bird emerged from the 
rainforest. 

"He was taller than me ... and he 
wasn't happy," Sgt Dan Gallagher said. 
"He looked at us, watched us and then 
came right up next to us. 

"He was so close to me it wasn't 
t "-nny. 

"You could see he didn't want us 
around . . . we packed up And got out of 
there." 

The grumpy cassowary is believed 
to be the same adult bird that chased a 
car recently after standing his ground 
in the middle of South Mission Beach 
Rd - the same road police were on 
yesterday. 

A driver reported the bird for refus- 
ing to budge and then going up to the 
stationery vehicle's window and eye- 
balling her. 

The territorial bird then chased the 
car as it drove slowly away. 


