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for more than 150 Mission Beach,

Tl and Innisfail district resi- -

who helped with her plan.
“We've been given $35,000 worth
of free accommodation from bed
d breakfasts to resorts, business
wouchers and discounts for every-

Julie Lightfent )
'igmﬂétcp.ne'wsltd.com.au%- o
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free coach for tours and free entry
into tourist attractions,” Ms Skelly
said.

“The response from thecomemu-

nity has béen staggering.”

The Djarawong Lodge Bed and
Breakfast owner said othersmem: ' -

bers of the public, md’ixtﬁng a
group of school chﬂdren,hﬁﬂ cok
lectively donated thousainds of dol-
the cause.
Coming through Cycloné Larry
in 2006 without any stormisrelated
deaths had made residents south

of Cairns realise how inétedibly
Iucky they were - and what a fong,,

hard slog it was to come Backfilom
such natural disasters, Ms Skelly

“Marysville people are feel
ing like a statistic right now,” she
-said. -

“We can’t possibly understand
the depth of people’s anguish.

of those ’

have lost relatives and friends.

“We want to give them a break,
make feel special ... and if 50
people can go home feeling replen-
ished they can malke a difference.”
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. Queensland’s John MeIntyre said

fire victims and emergency serv-
ice voliinteers would also be som-
ing to Cairnson free Virgin flights
as part of an initiative now be-
ing shared between Cairns, Gold

.Coast and Sunshine Coast tourism

operators,
About 500 people:would be host- -
ed across the three destinations,
*The tkips are still being organ-



